Be an Active Citizen...
Save Canal Park!

This vibrant public green space is
endangered by commercial development!

If you want this important cultural and civic space to be
preserved, please do your part to help the cause. Abraham
Lincoln, in whose name we want to dedicate this park, said
“Public sentiment is everything. With public sentiment,
nothing can fail; without it nothing can succeed.”

Learn how you can help! »

Canal Park Advocates is a grassroots group that formed in
early 2007 to save the acre of green space along downtown
Indianapolis’ Central Canal (just north of Ohio Street and east
of the Indiana History Center) from commercial development
and to transform it into a park named Lincoln Park in honor of
Abraham Lincoln. The following have indicated support for the
park proposal:

City of Indianapolis by Mayor Greg Ballard
Marion County Alliance of Neighborhood Associations
Abraham Lincoln Association of Indiana
Canal Society of Indiana
Clarian Health Partners
Indiana Alliance for Democracy
Indiana Policy Review Foundation

To make a tax-deductible contribution to help defray Canal Park
Advocates’ expenses, please send a check made payable to its
fiscal sponsor, Marion County Alliance of Neighborhood Asso-
ciations. Please write “For Canal Park Advocates” on the mes-
sage line of your check. MCANA’s address is P.O. Box 1082,
Indianapolis, IN 46206.

For information, contact Clarke Kahlo of Canal Park Advocates
at (317) 283-6283 or ckahlo@toast.net
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Canal Park Advocates hopes to
mark the 2009 bicentennial of
President Abraham Lincoln’s
birth by dedicating a park in
his honor along the Downtown
Canal. This one-acre hillside,
just east of the Indiana History
Center, is an ideal place for citizens to gather for social and
cultural events, for picnics, or to lie on the grass and read

a good book, as Lincoln would often do. Lincoln, acclaimed
as the greatest president, credited his Indiana years as the
source of much of his wisdom and values. As Hoosiers, let us
join together to celebrate Lincoln by preserving a green space
named for him and created of the people, by the people and for
the people of Indiana.

A Brief Background... In April 2007, the Indiana Finance
Authority entertained proposals for a commercial building on
the one-acre site. On May 23, 2008, IFA indicated it is not
pursuing a development project on the site and that a partnership
with the City is important to the future of the site. IFA noted
the City continues to evaluate the current options for the site.

During a WTHR-13 news report aired on May 28,
2008, Mayor Greg Ballard said, “It has turned into
really a nice green space. I mean where it is people listen to
the concerts from there and so we’ll have to make a decision...
The Marriott and the three additional hotels that are going to
be surrounding the Marriott are more than enough. [ mean we
have the hotel space.” Mayor Ballard also said, “We decided
to wait until the fall to make a decision on it...”

During the same news report, Governor Mitch
Daniels said, “...You know, we are blessed with a beauti-
ful downtown...It’s up to the Mayor, of course, to call most
of these plays, and we’ll support what he and the community
think is best. I think we’ve got a great balance right now.”

It appears, by IFA’s decision to suspend the project and

by Governor Daniels’ public statements, that the State will
allow the City to decide the future of the site. This is very
positive progress. Despite these positive signals, we must
continue to be vigilant and proactive, and the community
must provide feedback to state and local policymakers to
ensure that behind-the-scenes political pressure by powerful
interests does not threaten the progress on this park.

You Can Help by Writing a Letter... Please write a
letter to Mayor Ballard about why you value this site as a
public green space. Urge him to establish a park there in honor
of Abraham Lincoln and to make a decision, in consultation
with Governor Daniels, by the end of August 2008 so the
project will be eligible for a grant opportunity Canal Park
Advocates is pursuing.

E-mail your letter to mgrattan@indygov.org (Mary Grattan in
Constituent Services). Title your message: Please Support
Lincoln Park (also known as Canal Park). Or, mail your letter to
Mayor Ballard, 2501 City-County Bldg., Indianapolis, IN 46204.

Please also send a copy of your letter to Governor Daniels
at mdaniels@gov.in.gov or Office of the Governor, 200 W.
Washington St., Room 206, Indianapolis, IN 46204.




